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RWE and the MARE Foundation to fish out plastic waste 
in the port of Ustka 
 

• Every year tonnes of plastic waste end up on the beaches and in the open seas. The 
problem of plastic waste also affects the Baltic Sea 

• On average, 50 to 300 pieces of marine litter can be found every 100 metres along the 
Baltic Sea beaches, 70 per cent of this waste is plastic 

• To help tackle this problem, RWE, together with the MARE Foundation and the Ustka Port 
Authority, will install a PortBin sea basket to fish waste directly out of the water in 
Ustka’s sea port 

 

Ustka, 8 November 2023 
 
The amount of plastic waste floating in the seas and along the coastline is a major 
environmental challenge for any coastal community. According to HELCOM, the Baltic Marine 
Environment Protection Commission, an average of 50 to 300 pieces of marine litter can be 
found every 100 metres along the beaches of the Baltic Sea, 70 per cent of which is plastic. It is 
also a huge threat to marine organisms and the entire marine ecosystem - plastic does not 
decompose, it just breaks down into smaller and smaller particles that marine organisms 
mistake for food. This is how microplastic particles e.g. find their way into the human food chain. 
 
Protecting the environment is at the core of RWE’s strategy. That is why RWE has partnered with 
the MARE Foundation, a Polish non-governmental organisation focused on the protection of 
the Baltic ecosystem. Together they will install a sea basket PortBin in the port of Ustka to catch 
waste directly from the water. This project is supported by the Ustka Sea Port Authority. 
 
The PortBin is designed to be the optimum solution for collecting floating debris in ports and 
free-flowing bodies of water, using a skimmer to suck floating waste into the bin. It is equipped 
with a 30 liter basket and is very durable and weather resistant. The PortBin is made entirely of 
recycled plastic. It is also 100% recyclable, in line with the closed loop economy. 
 
Marcin Sowinski, Project Lead at RWE Offshore Development Poland: “We are planning a 
long-term presence in the Port of Ustka in connection with the maintenance and operation of 
our first offshore wind farm in Poland, F.E.W. Baltic II. And we are looking into the development 
of further projects in the Polish Baltic Sea. This is why we want to help improve the marine 
environment around the Port of Ustka and contribute to its sustainable development. The 
PortBin at the Port of Ustka will be in operation for at least three years and we will cooperate 
closely with the project partners to monitor the impact of its work.” 
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Olga Sarna, CEO of the MARE Foundation: “Since the 1970s, plastics production has grown 
faster than any other material. Of the seven billion tonnes of plastic waste produced worldwide 
to date, less than 10 per cent has been recycled. Millions of tonnes end up in the environment 
every year. In addition, around 98 per cent of single-use plastic products are made from fossil 
fuels. This shows that the problem of plastic is not only a problem of pollution and the infiltration 
of microplastics into every nook and cranny of the planet and ourselves, but also a major 
contributor to the growing climate crisis. The PortBin Sea Bins we are installing are designed to 
raise awareness of this issue by educating the local community, while clearing the harbour 
basins of litter before it breaks down. The bins are made from recycled materials.” 
 
Maciej Karaś, President of the Ustka Seaport Authority: “Today’s times require continuous 
measures to reduce environmental impact. The Port of Ustka is located at the mouth of the 
River Słupia, which means that we need to ensure that the pollutants carried by the river are 
removed before they reach the Baltic Sea, from where they are much more difficult to remove. 
The installation of the sea basket will be the first step towards achieving this task. We are 
pleased to be part of this joint project. The installation of the basket will help to improve the 
cleanliness of the inner harbour waters.” 
 
F.E.W. Baltic II – RWE’s first offshore wind farm off the Polish coast 
RWE is progressing with the development of its first offshore wind farm off the Polish coast. The 
F.E.W. Baltic II offshore project is located north of the Słupsk sand bank in the exclusive 
economic zone in the central Polish Baltic Sea. With a planned installed capacity of  
350 megawatts, the wind farm will be capable of producing enough green electricity to supply 
the equivalent of around 350,000 Polish households. Development is well underway with 
commissioning expected by the end of this decade. The Port of Ustka will be the future base for 
operating and maintaining RWE's F.E.W. Baltic II offshore wind farm. 
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Senior Communication  
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T +48 (0) 880 401 158 
E malgorzata.babska@rwe.com 

Pictures of the PortBin sea basket for media use are available at the RWE Media Centre. 
Credit: RWE, Photograph: Bartosz Bańka 
 
 
RWE  
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its 
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than €50 billion gross for this 
purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas. RWE 
Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe, 
North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company is responsibly phasing out nuclear energy and coal. Government-
mandated phaseout roadmaps have been defined for both of these energy sources. RWE employs around 19,000 people 
worldwide and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all 
activities that cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction 
targets are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life. 
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MARE Foundation 
The MARE Foundation was established in 2016 and is the only non-profit organisation in Poland whose activities focus exclusively 
on the protection of marine ecosystems, with a special emphasis on the protection of the Baltic Sea. MARE's mission is to protect 
marine ecosystems through social and political change. We strive for a future where society is environmentally sensitive and aware 
and lives in harmony with the seas and oceans. A future in which the seas and oceans are vibrant and not constantly exposed to the 
negative impacts of human activities. MARE's main areas of action are marine litter (plastic and ghost nets), dangerous wrecks, 
education on the climate crisis and sustainable fisheries. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
Data Protection 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If 
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com. 
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